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Instrumentation 
 
SATB chorus 
Violin I 
Violin II 
Viola 
Cello 
Double Bass 
 
 
 
Program Note 
 
When I was asked to write a piece for the New Hampshire Master 
Chorale commemorating the end of the Civil War, I found myself 
stymied at first. While this is a topic that resonates strongly with me, 
I felt that I’d already written works for the NHMC that explored 
much of the emotional territory I associate with that conflict. Then 
the NHMC’s music director, Dan Perkins, mentioned a text he was 
interested in having me set—Herman Melville’s poem “Shiloh.”  
 
“Shiloh” comes from Melville’s book of poetry about the Civil War, 
Battle-Pieces. Although Melville’s sympathy for the Union cause is 
plain from the outset, many of the poems in the book that struck me 
powerfully—as strange, remote, almost forbidding—are written from 
what I came to think of as a “God’s-eye” perspective on the war. 
They blame the tragedies of battle on horrible decisions by human 
beings with free will on both sides of the conflict—human beings 
usually far distant from the battlefields where so many young men 
died.  
 
I took the final stanza of an early poem in Melville’s book, “The 
Conflict of Convictions,” as the epigraph for my settings. 
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Score

I. THE PORTENT. (1859.)

Commissioned by the New Hampshire Master Chorale
Dan Perkins, Music Director

YEA, AND NAY—
EACH HATH HIS SAY;
BUT GOD HE KEEPS THE MIDDLE WAY.
NONE WAS BY
WHEN HE SPREAD THE SKY;
WISDOM IS VAIN, AND PROPHESY.

(SATB tacet until m.9)

REVIE
W

 C
OPY O

NLY 

 
DO N

OT D
UPLIC

ATE

Jonathan
Typewritten Text
Duplicating this music without permission is illegal. www.jonathansantore.com

Jonathan
Typewritten Text

Jonathan
Typewritten Text

Jonathan
Typewritten Text



&

&

V

?

bbbbbb

bbbbbb

bbbbbb

bbbbbb

45

45

45

45

23

23

23

23

44

44

44

44

S

A

T

B

22 œn ˙ œ œ
do ah! But the

œ œn œb œ
do ah!

œ œ œ œ
do ah!

œ œ œ œ
do ah!

poco rall. Tempo II

P

P

P

F œ œ œ œn ˙ Œ
stream ing beard is shown

œ œ ˙ Œ

˙ ˙ Œ

œ œ ˙ Œ

œ œ œ œn œ ‰ œ
(Weird John Brown), The

œ œ œ œ œ ‰ œ
(Weird John Brown), The

œ œn œ œ œ ‰ œ
(Weird John Brown), The

œ œ œ œ œ ‰ œ
(Weird John Brown), The

P sub.

sub.

sub.

sub.

f

f

f

f

- -

-

-

-

&

&

V

?

&

B

?

?

bbbbbb

bbbbbb

bbbbbb

bbbbbb

bbbbbb

bbbbbb

bbbbbb

bbbbbb

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

S

A

T

B

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

D.B.

25 œ> œ> œ> œ œ œ
me te or of the

œ> œ> œ> œ œ œ
me te or of the

œ> œ> œ> œ œ œ
me te or of the

œ> œ> œ> œ œ œ
me te or of the

∑

∑

∑

∑

rall.

.>̇
Œ

war.

.>̇
Œ

war.

.>̇
Œ

war.

.>̇ Œ
war.

œn > .œn > .˙
,

œ> .œn > .˙
,

wn >
,

w> ,

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

ƒ

Tempo I 

- -

- -

- -

- -

7Battle-Pieces

attacca

REVIE
W

 C
OPY O

NLY 

 
DO N

OT D
UPLIC

ATE



&

&

B

?

?

bbbbbb

bbbbbb

bbbbbb

bbbbbb

bbbbbb

43

43

43

43

43

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

42

42

42

42

42

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

D.B.

27 Œ Œ ‰ œ œn

œn œn ˙

œ œn ˙

.˙n

.˙

P

P

P

P

Steadily {q = 88)

F
œ. œ. œ. ‰

Œ ‰ œ œ

∑

∑

∑

F

Œ ‰ œ œ

œ. œ. œ. ‰

∑

∑

∑

œ. ‰ ‰ œ œ

‰ œ œ œ. ‰

∑

∑

∑

œ. ‰ ‰ œ œ

‰ œ œ œ. ‰

∑

∑

∑

&

&

&

B

?

?

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

43

43

43

43

43

43

44

44

44

44

44

44

43

43

43

43

43

43

Mezzo

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

D.B.

32 ∑

32

œ. ‰ Œ

∑

‰ œœ.
‰ œœbb .
∑

œ. ‰ œ. ‰
F

F

Œ ‰ œ
One˙

˙b

‰ œœN .
‰ œœbb .

˙

œ. ‰ œ. ‰

P

P

P

F
œ œ œ œ

4

noon day, at my.˙

.˙

‰ œœ.
‰ œœbb . ‰ œœn .

.˙

œ. ‰ œ. ‰ œ. ‰

P

P

œ œ œb œ
4

win dow in the.˙

.˙

‰ œœbb . ‰ œœn .
‰ œœb .

.˙

œ. ‰ œ. ‰ œ. ‰

.œ jœ œ Œ
town,.œ Jœn ˙

.œ jœn ˙

‰ œœ.
‰ œœbb . ‰ œœn .

‰ œœb .
w

œ. ‰ œ. ‰ œ. ‰ œ. ‰

- -

8 Battle-Pieces

II. BALL'S BLUFF. 
      A REVERIE.
     (OCTOBER, 1861.)

REVIE
W

 C
OPY O

NLY 

 
DO N

OT D
UPLIC

ATE



&

&

&

B

?

?

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

44

44

44

44

44

44

43

43

43

43

43

43

44

44

44

44

44

44

Mezzo

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

D.B.

64

œn œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
march ing feet Found pause at last by

64 ∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

.œ œ œ .œ ˙
cliffs Po to mac cleft;

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

rall.

rall.

Œ œn œb œ
Wake ful I

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

{q = 69)

{q = 69)

.˙
mused,.˙

.˙

‰ œœ. ‰ œœnn . ‰ œœ.
.˙

œb . ‰ œ. ‰ œ. ‰

P

p

p

p

p

p

œn œb œ
while in the

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

-- - -

&

&

&

B

?

?

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

44

44

44

44

44

44

23

23

23

23

23

23

43

43

43

43

43

43

44

44

44

44

44

44

Mezzo

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

D.B.

69 .˙ ‰ œ
street Far

69 w

w

‰ œœ. ‰ œœnn . ‰ œœ. ‰ œœ.
w

œb . ‰ œ. ‰ œ. ‰ œ. ‰

œn œ œ œ œ ≈ œ œ œn ˙b
foot falls died a way till none were left.

œ ‰ Œ  
œ ‰ Œ  

∑

œ ‰ Œ  

œb . ‰ Œ  

rall.

rall.

∑

∑

∑

‰ œœ.
‰ œœbb . ‰ œœn .

Œ 

∑
œ. ‰ œ. ‰ œ. ‰ Œ 

a tempo

a tempo

∑

∑

∑

‰ œœbb . Œ Œ ,

∑
œ. ‰ Œ Œ ,
π

π

- -

13Battle-Pieces

REVIE
W

 C
OPY O

NLY 

 
DO N

OT D
UPLIC

ATE



&

B

?

?

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

44

44

44

44

23

23

23

23

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

D.B.

73 ∑

Œ ‰ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
3 3ww

w

ƒ

Radiantly {q = 60)

(π)

π

 Œ ‰ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ . .œ
œ
>

. .œ œ> . .œ œ>3 3

ww

w

ƒ

&

&

B

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

23

23

23

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

√
75   Œ ‰ œ

œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ . .œ
œ
>

. .œ œ> . .œ œ>

3 3

3 3

. .œ œ> . .œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ . .œ
œ
>

3 3 3 3

ƒ

&

&

B

bbbb

bbbb

bbbb

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

(√)
76 œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ . .œ

œ
>

. .œ œ> . .œ œ>
3 3

3 3

. .œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ . .œ
œ
>

3 3

3 3

. .œ œ> . .œ œ> . .œ œ> . .œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ œ
3 3

14 Battle-Pieces

III. SHILOH. 
       A REQUIEM.
      (APRIL, 1862.)
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IV. AURORA-BOREALIS. 
      COMMEMORATIVE OF THE DISSOLUTION OF ARMIES AT THE PEACE.
      (MAY, 1865.)
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Ow
Ow

‰ œœ## ‰ œœnn ‰ œœ## ‰ œœnn
œn ‰ œ ‰ œ ‰ œ ‰

œn ˙ œ œ
cold gloom— Re

Ow
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142 œ œ .œ# Jœ
blades that glowed, The

142 Œ Œ ‰ œ
The

Œ Œ ‰ œ
The

Œ Œ ‰ œ
The

Œ Œ ‰ œ
The

142

Jœ. œ Jœ œ œ

jœ. œ jœ œ œ

Jœ. œ Jœ œb œ

œ. œ ˙

˙ œ

P

P

P

P

œ œ œ œ Jœ .œ
mus ter and dis band ing—

œ œ œ œ Jœ .œ
mus ter and dis band ing—

œ œ œ œ jœ .œ
mus ter and dis band ing—

œ œ œ œ Jœ .œ
mus ter and dis band ing—

œ œ œ œ Jœ .œ
mus ter and dis band ing—

Jœ. œ Jœ Jœ œ Jœ

jœ. œ jœ jœ œ jœ

Jœ. œ Jœ Jœb œ Jœ

Jœ. .œ Jœ. .œ

˙ œ œ

Œ œ œ œ
Mid night and

Œ œ œ œ
Mid night and

Œ œ œ œ
Mid night and

Œ œ œ# œ
Mid night and

Œ œ œ œ
Mid night and

∑

∑

∑

∑

∑

rall.

rall.

.˙ Œ
Morn.

.˙ Œ
Morn.

.˙ Œ
Morn.

.˙ Œ
Morn.

.˙ Œ
Morn.

Jœ. œ Jœ Jœ .œ

jœ. œ jœ Jœ .œ

Jœ. œ Jœ Jœn .œ

 Œ œ

˙ ˙

a tempo

a tempo

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

p

P
solo

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -

- - - -
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∑

∑
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3
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∑
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∑

∑

∑
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3
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∑
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 ˙
U

 ˙
U

 ˙
U

˙ ˙
U
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π

π
π

π

π
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