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SATB chorus
Violin |
Violin II
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Program Note é\/

When I was asked to write a piece %@New Ham e Master
Chorale commemorating the en e Civil War, g@und myself
stymied at first. While this i 1s c that resonafes)strongly with me,
I felt that I'd already writte rks for the that explored
itory I associa that conflict. Then
or, Dan Perk&emmned a text he was

set—Herm elville’s poem “Shiloh.”

the NHMC’s music
interested in havi

“Shiloh” Co?ﬁ@m Melville’ @& of poetry about the Civil War,
Battle-Pieces. ough Melyi sympathy for the Union cause is
plain from the outset, m the poems in the book that struck me
powerfully—as stran @‘mte, almost forbidding—are written from
what I came to think df s a “God’s-eye” perspective on the war.
They blame the tragedies of battle on horrible decisions by human
beings with free will on both sides of the conflict—human beings

usually far distant from the battlefields where so many young men
died.

I took the final stanza of an early poem in Melville’s book, “The
Contflict of Convictions,” as the epigraph for my settings.
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I. THE PORTENT. (1859.)
Accusingly (J =60) (Tempo |)
(SATB tacet until m.9)

YEA, AND NAY—

EACH HATH HIS SAY;

BuUuT GOD HE KEEPS THE MIDDLE WAY.
NONE WAS BY

WHEN HE SPREAD THE SKY;

WISDOM IS VAIN, AND PROPHESY.
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BALL'S BLUFF.
A REVERIE.

(OCTOBER, 1861.)
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SHILOH.

A REQUIEM.
(APRIL, 1862.)
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1VV. AURORA-BOREALIS.
COMMEMORATIVE OF THE DISSOLUTION OF ARMIES AT THE PEACE.
(MAY, 1865.)
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